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Course Outline I

• The OECD
• What is evidence?
• Examples from selected policy areas
• Synthetic Indicators

=== Coffee ===



Course Outline II

• Data sources
• Agents in evidence-based policy making
• Strategies for evidence-based policy 

making
• Challenges

=== Lunch ===



Course Outline III

• Exercise I

=== Coffee ===

• Exercise II

• Evaluaion



THE OECD



Members & Partners



OECD’s way of working



WHAT IS EVIDENCE



What is evidence?

• information that aids the generation of a 
conclusion

• statistical information used to evaluate 
government programmes or policies

• making sense of data is hard



EXAMPLES FROM 
SELECTED POLICY AREAS



Exampels from policy areas

(can be adapted to group background)

• Education
• Taxation
• Health
• Employment



SYNTHETIC INDICATORS







OECD Better Life Index

• Synthetic indicator on country 
performance

• User based weighting

• Feedback from user



OECD Better Life Index



A set of objective and subjective 
indicators



Comparing country performance



User centric approach



User centric approach



Inequality on multiple dimensions

• Vertical inequality

• Horizontal inequality
– Gender
– Age
– Education

• Deprivation





Outcomes for different population 
groups



Regional breakdown



Prospects for future well-being



Prospects for future well-being



OECD Better Life Index

Multiple 
indicators

Inequality

Citizen 
engagement

Regional 
breakdown

Capital 
stock

Population 
groups



Product Market Regulation

• [Details on PMR]



Product Market Regulation

• [Details on PMR]



Product Market Regulation

• [Details on PMR]



Challenges

• Do we measure the right thing?

• Data gaps

• Meaningful time series

• More intensive public engagement

• Policy relevance



=== COFFEE ===



Course Outline II

• Data sources
• Agents in EBPM
• Strategies for EBPM
• Challenges

=== Lunch ===



DATA SOURCES



Administrative records

• Very reliable for programme and policy 
evaluation

• Data not always in line with research 
question

• Privacy and availability issues



Census and survey data

• Representative
• Costly
• Limited validity in some cases



Panel Data

• Representative
• More accurate for developments over time
• Costly



New data sources

• Sensor data
• Big data applications
• Sentment analysis



AGENTS IN EVIDENCE-
BASED POLICY-MAKING



Agents

• Political leaders
• Administration
• Media
• Researcher
• Civil Society
• Citizens
• EU / International Community



FROM EVIDENCE TO 
POLICY MAKING



From evidence to policy making

• Stakeholder information
• Media relations and communication
• Peer reviews and peer learning
• Challenge

– Data literacy
– Understanding data and its limitations
– Fake news



=== LUNCH ===



Course Outline III

• Exercise I

=== Coffee ===

• Exercise II

• Evaluaion



THANK YOU!

matthias.rumpf@oecd.org


